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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 5-9 and 12-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Pittman. Pittman discloses a method and system for controlling a HVAC 
system having a heating unit and a cooling unit in which the heating and cooling units 
are both operated if the room temperature is below the set point temperature and the 
humidity is above the humidity set point (see blocks 80, 88 and 90 of Figure 3) and only 
the cooling unit is operated if the room temperature is above the set point temperature 
regardless of the humidity in the room (see blocks 80 and 82 of Figure 3). 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pittman as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Official Notice. Official 
Notice is taken that the use of computers to control HVAC systems were conventional at 
the time the invention was made. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the system 
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of Pittman such that it included the use of a computer to control the heating and cooling 
units wherein the control program would inherently be stored on computer-readable 



Claims 4 and 10-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pittman as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Alford. Alford teaches 
the use of multiple stages of cooling in which heating and cooling units are operated 
together if only the first stage cooling is required and the humidity is above the humidity 
set point (see blocks 210, 216, 218, 220 and 222 of Figure 6) and only the cooling units 
are operated if second or more stages of cooling are required regardless of the humidity 
in the room (see blocks 210, 220 and 224 of Figure 6). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the 
system of Pittman such that it included the use of multiple stages of cooling in which 
heating and cooling units are operated together if only the first stage cooling is required 
and the humidity is above the humidity set point and only the cooling units are operated 
if second or more stages of cooling are required regardless of the humidity in the room 
in view of the teachings of Alford. 
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